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Introduction 

Most film and television projects will benefit 
from having an original music score.  A music 
score can add a heightened emotional layer 
that can often take a film or television drama to 
another level, greatly increasing its chances of 
success.  Of course the need for a music score, 
its scale and budget, will depend on the genre 
of the project.  As a producer or director it’s 
not always easy to express a musical idea,  but 
understanding how music composers work will 
definitely help to improve your communication 
and collaboration. 

In this guide, we will take you through the 
process of working with a music composer to 
develop the right music score to enhance your 
film project and take it to the next level.
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Why have 
a music score?

A detective drama for television may require a 
large and varied music score to cover action 
scenes without dialogue. A feature film with 
a social realist agenda, such as a film by the 
English director Ken Loach, may need little or 
no score. Some film directors, such as Woody 
Allen, will favour using existing songs rather 
than score to enhance the storytelling. 
A high-end period drama may have the need for 
an orchestral approach, which is often going 
to be quite costly, but if the composer and his 
or her team are experienced enough to deliver 
a high-quality orchestral score, then a good 
producer or director will recognise the value of 
spending more to achieve a finished product 
with high-production values.  
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And if the budget doesn’t allow for an orchestra, 
then a smaller scale approach of using, for 
example, a small string ensemble or even 
just a violin and piano, can work equally as 
well.  Sometimes this smaller scale score can 
achieve a great degree of emotional intensity 
without breaking the bank. 

Every project has different needs as far as 
a music score is concerned, and it’s worth 
considering how much of your budget to 
allocate to the score based on how important 
you feel the music will be to the success of 
the project. It’s all down to whatever works 
for a given project.  There are no rules, only 
guidelines.  


