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Introduction 

Seeking financing for a project and accessing 
additional funding resources is a constant 
battle for all indie producers. 

In order to encourage economic and 
multicultural cooperations, most countries 
around the world have established a framework 
for audiovisual cooperation between countries 
through the creation of co-production treaties 
and conventions. These legal frameworks offer 
many financial benefits for producers involved 
in an international project, whether it’s a feature 
film or a TV series.

In this guide, we will explain the key advantages 
of co-production treaties and how they can 
help producers to access additional financial 
resources for their projects.
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What is a 
co-production treaty?
A co-production treaty is an international 
convention vetted by state authorities of two 
countries. It offers producers of each signatory 
country a regulated framework for their 
cooperation and the benefit of qualifying as a 
national production in both countries.  Most co-
production treaties have a similar structure.

In some cases, for diplomatic reasons, instead of 
signing a co-production treaty,  the states sign a 
Memorandum of Understanding. Such documents 
provide some benefit for the minority producer 
in accessing support, but usually provide for a 
specific validation by the film authority of the 
majority country.

Encouraging cooperation
Historically speaking, co-production treaties were 
originally designed to establish and reinforce the 
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cultural ties between two specific countries, as 
well as to encourage economic cooperation, and 
lift customs restrictions to films.

Funds may be attached to a specific co-
production treaty in order to encourage 
cooperation between producers of both 
countries at a very early stage of the 
development and/or during the production (as 
explained below).

Worldwide, there are more than 300 co-
production treaties and multilateral conventions 
in effect. Several multilateral conventions 
are regional, while others may be based on 
linguistic criteria.

Certain multilateral organisations, such as the 
Council of Europe or Ibermedia, have initiated 
a multilateral convention on co-production. 
These conventions are similar in design to 
co-production treaties, providing mutual 
benefits for all parties involved. However, 
certain States consider this convention  only 


